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TAGS: PFOR, UNGA 

SUBJECT: UNESCO GENERAL CONFERENCE: PLO PARTICIPATION 

1. USDEL SHOULD VOTE AGAINST DRAFT RESOLUTION (ITEM 21.1 
OF PROVISIONAL AGENDA) BEFORE UNESCO GENERAL CONFERENCE 
TO INVITE PLO TO PARTICIPATE IN UNESCO CONFERENCES AND 
MAKE FOLLOWING EXPLANATION OF VOTE: 

2. QUOTE. THE US HAS LONG HAD GRAVE RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
THE ADVISABILITY OF ADMITTING NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES. PARTICULARLY THOSE 
DEVOTED TO NON-POLITICAL SUBJECTS AND OF WHICH ONLY 
STATES ARE NORMALLY MEMBERS. NEVERTHELESS WE WERE PRE- 
PARED TO ABSTAIN OR JOIN IN A CONSENSUS FOR AN INVITA- 
TION TO NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS RECOGNIZED BY 
REGIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 
AS OBSERVERS IN PERTINENT UNESCO CONFERENCES. SUCH AN 
INVITATION WOULD HAVE HAD THE PRACTICAL EFFECT OF IN- 
VITING THE PALESTINIAN LIBERATION ORGANIZATION TO PAR- 
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TICIPATE AS OBSERVERS IN RELEVANT UNESCO ACTIVITIES. 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

OUR VOTE TODAY IN NO WAY REFLECTS A LACK OF UNDERSTAND- 
ING OR SYMPATHY FOR THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLES. US RECOGNITION OF THESE INTERESTS 
HAS BEEN MADE CLEAR IN STATEMENTS ON RELEVANT OCCASIONS 
IN ALL FORUMS IN WHICH THE ISSUE OF ACHIEVING A JUST AND 
LASTING PEACE SETTLEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST IS NORMALLY 
DISCUSSED." INGERSOLL 
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